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Stage 1- Learning about the text  Stage 2- Practise writing Stage 3- Independent writing  

The purpose of this stage is to capture the 
children's interest and help them get to know the 
text really well. This is through both 'reading as a 
reader' - exploring and sharing personal responses 
to what they read - and through 'reading as a 

writer' - recognising and investigating the features 
the writer uses to engage and manipulate the 
reader. It will involve some form of learning and 
remembering of sections of the text particularly 
repeated refrains. 

Each sequence will contain some or all of these: 

 a hook into the text 
 reading and responding to the text 

During this stage, children need to try out 
the elements of writing so that they can 
use this experience when writing 
independently. This means they need 
opportunities to play around with the 

language and structures they've been 
learning about and will be supported by 
their teacher. 

In teaching sequences, this section tends 
to include many of the following: 

 generating ideas to write about and one 
idea chosen e.g. labelling, favourite 
part, identifying characters,  l 

At this stage plan a range of opportunities for children 
to write independently. Children choose their own 
content to write about and collect ideas. 
 
Children choose their own content to write about 
and collect ideas.  

 
During this stage teachers MUST have a secure 
knowledge of writing development and handwriting 
development inorder to plan for  next steps in 
learning effectively.  
 
 
 
 



 comprehension activities e.g. discussing 
illustrations, making predictions,  

 retelling the text 
 talking about the text 
 in role in the text/drama 
 focus on vocabulary 

Possible activities: 
Hot seating 
Role play  
Discussing and writing about favourite part of the 
story  
Identifying and labelling characters in the story e.g. 
puppet making   
Drawing story maps 
Small world play  
Puppet theatre  
Cooking activities related to the text  
 
 
 

 a shared activity to generate content for 
the chosen content 

 recording key ideas alongside the 
structure of the text 

 telling and talk to generate the text 
 story mapping the text where necessary 
 Proof-reading writing. 
 
 
Shared writing supports... 

 modelling writing, usually in sections 
applying learning from the first phase 

 children labelling, writing captions, 
writing sentences  

 editing writing 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Independent writing  

 Opportunities for applying writing in both indoor 
and outdoor activities 

 Writing names, Writing shopping lists, cards, 
messages, letters, stories, describing characters 

  
Alongside this writing children will be given opportunities to develop their gross and fine motors skills. 



 

Writing is encouraged in a range of areas (inside and outside)  
Children are given daily writing opportunities e.g. Name, labels, making cards 

Writing areas are well stocked and inviting 
Children have a place to display writing they have done 

Children see adults write every day 
Adults model writing 

Adults spend time in the writing area 
Adults scribe for children, including scribing narratives that emerge in children’s play 

Adults plan to lead shared and guided writing sessions 
Children are exposed to a range of types of writing across the year e.g labels, cards, shopping lists, non-fiction writing and narrative 

Do children have opportunities to practise and apply skills taught? 
Parents are encouraged to share children’s writing from home through our online platform  

 


